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2018 Florida Legislative Agenda

• Budget/Medicaid funding

• Worker’s compensation

• PIP

• 24-hour ASC stay

• Prior authorization



Constitution Revision Commission

• P54-Certificate of need: prohibits the state 
from limiting the number of health care facilities

• CRC hearings:
March 13 – Pinellas
March 29 – Orange
April 6 – Miami-Dade
April 7 – Palm Beach
April 12 – Leon
April 26 – Alachua
April 27 – Duval
May 3 – Bay
May 10 – Lee (Fort Myers)
May 17 – Hillsborough



CY2018 Outpatient PPS Final Rule

• Issue of 340B

– From drugs paid at ASP +6 percent to payment at 

ASP -22.5 percent

– AHA-sponsored litigation





• Looking for “feedback on positive solutions to 

better achieve transparency, flexibility, 

program simplification and innovation”

• Ideas for regulatory, sub-regulatory, policy, 

practice and procedural changes to inform 

future regulatory action

Regulatory Reform



Regulatory Reform

• $39B annual impact on hospitals, health 
systems, post-acute providers for non-clinical 
regulatory requirements

• Regulatory burden costs $1,200 for every 
admission

• Possible reforms:
– Eliminate Stage 3 meaningful use

– Disaster waivers

– Modify CoPs to allow hospitals to recommend post-
acute providers

– Physician certification of outlier claims



Regulatory Reform 

• Brand memo: use of guidance documents for 
false claims actions
– Justice Department will not “use its enforcement 

authority to effectively convert agency guidance 
documents into binding rules”

– “May not use noncompliance with guidance 
documents as a basis for proving violations of 
applicable law”

– Guidance documents: Medicare billing manuals, 
special fraud alerts, coverage determinations, 
preambles to rules, frequently asked questions



Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018

• Short-term spending bill

– Addressed many priorities for health care 

providers 

– Funds the government through March 23, 2018

– Raises the debt ceiling and sets spending levels 

for next two years



• Delays cuts to Medicaid DSH hospitals for two 
years

• Extends CHIP funding for four years
– Added to six year funding passed in January

– Program now continues through 2027

• Repeals outpatient therapy cap permanently
– Lowers review threshold for medical necessity

• Repeals IPAB

• Extends rural add-on provisions for ambulance and 
home health

• Repeals “escalation” clause for meaningful use

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018: What’s 

Included



• Reduces physician fee schedule update for 
CY2019
– Conversion factor update reduced from 0.5 percent to 

0.25 percent

• Extends sequestration for two years (2027)

• Home health payment reform (2020)
– 30-day episode (now 60)

• Transfer policy for early discharges to hospice
– Effective FY2019

– Impact:

• U.S.: $4.7 B

• Florida: $353.91 M 

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018: What’s 

Included (Con.)









Medicare Beneficiary Identifier

• Removal of SSN from Medicare cards

• New cards to be mailed beginning in April 2018

– All cards replaced by April 2019

– Florida beneficiaries to receive starting June 2018

• CMS to offer secure look-up tool 

• Need to verify Medicare patients’ addresses with 

that received on electronic eligibility transactions 

– Assist beneficiary with contacting Social Security 

and updating Medicare records 



Other Issues

• President’s budget for FY2019

• Release of 2019 annual payment regulations

• Tax exempt status: 501(r) requirements



Questions??

kathyr@fha.org


